Volunteers
to renovate
home of

paraplegic
Companies help build
Pedro Toala a new life
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Sometimes Yira Graciano still
an't believe her & work-
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mded since lbu
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006. They have
eens  through
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hey have n
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To vohuteer or
donate to The
Pedro Project,
which

- while trying to meet the noeds
{ thesr children, Lfymo«d Gale and
yoar-old G

Now they're in the midst of move
n.x)‘cm a5 2 Wilmington special-
vetsts firm Jeads an efioet %o renovate
he family’s splitdevel home.

These started at the Plas-
ing Pactory, a firm that handles Jo
jstics for special events and this year
ros planning a special event of its
WD to mark its 25¢th anniver:
Vhen CEO Cher Prrelomski read
bout Teala's injury in The News
ourmal, she believed she and her col-
sagues could find business owners,

The Pedro Project m{wm and
*mn@nrd‘zt with architects,
wwmpekm int and

0 othar work. ”
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Przelomski believes they’ll
mect their goal of having the fam-
ily in a much better home for the

“Our goal is to have them in by
Dmxs for Christmas - no matter

“We wish we couid do all of
them, but we're only able to do 25
families a year,"” sadd Diane Kor-
man, senlor producer for the
show. 'mn-unumnt’mm
We couldn't get to t
away, and we knew that.
thon would -

“We're a metaphor of neigh-
bo:shelplng nelghbdors, onhe

coming
saean"mnhbemywdm\

No ABC ‘hoopla’ needed

The delay was a disappoint-
ment, but work is under way
now.

“You don1't have to have the
hoopia of ABC,” said Ed Preelom-
ski, an artist and Cher’s husband.
“Everybody knows sceneone, and
all it takes is a little effort. And
you don't kave o depend on the
;tmﬁmu It's like the Amish

When the project gdane.tbe
Toalas will bave an additional
I.m)sq'tmkctdlivizgm

suite abodmom
have a more
and
pard,
to join his children when they
play there,
The bouse also will have a 13f

The New Joarmaly ONNIFER CORBETT

, & local event planning company, moves things out of the Toalas” Milltown home before renova-
mmnnmw Several companies have stepped 1o to help make the house accessitle for the paraplegic.

Pedro: Plans call for family
to be home for the holidays

Pedro Toak exdts from a spechally
equipped van he has learned to drive
since he was injured in June 2006

that will allow Pediro to get to the
room and living

rocm upstairs, He'll be able to eat
dinner with the family, and a
door to the kitchen will be
widened to allow him to cook

ONLINE EXTRA

Watch an audio siideshow of
Pedro’s recovery at
www,

was convinced his co-workers
would want to be involved in the

“We had six to eight architects

Peop! quod' Th
“People are . They
canse, figure this guy is
hbh:kandny, Vhat can we do
him? "

'lbvebaugh Associates is
working on exterior improve.
ments, including a turnaround

said.
see a

Mannington pro-
viding new flooring and in-
stallers, according to spokes-
woman Betsy Amoroso.

“It's just the right thing to do,”

“We can't ask for too much.”
shrnld"ﬂﬂhahudym

Themxtblsswpnmmove

that will ac-
commodate both of them. The ng the project.
suite also

oneohhoumm satd aftor
meetinge Teala and his famiv. he

hospital,
stalled & roll-n bathroom and a
bedroom on the ground floor,
which became his tworoom live |

Ing quarters.
Domations to the Pedro Toals
Fund helped the family, and
m and busi-
mgpdka M%
?umml
lms of violent crimes

helped Toala h:dy’a specially |
ST DART bus diiver o pack. | |
on the road.
Now be can drive himseif 10
an information special-

m
or DART
mmmmxm
but Teala and his family hope it ‘
eventually.

all will be worth it
“Just be patient,” he said.
“That's what I tell my wife. Of

course, she may say I'm 00 pa-
thent™
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